
Pick a Badge! 

Merit badges are a fun and rewarding part 
of Scouting.  Some Merit Badges are hard, some 
are pretty easy.  But no matter what badge you 
choose, follow these steps to make sure you have 
the proper record of all the work you did to earn 
that badge! 

1 

Pick a Buddy 

Scouts must always “buddy up” for Merit Badge 
counseling sessions.  If you can’t find a friend 
who’s interested, your Mom or Dad can be your 
buddy (although they won’t be able to earn the 
badge!). 

2 

Fill out a Blue Card 

Blue cards are avail-
able from any adult 
leader. Fill in your 
name and address, 
Troop Number and 
the name of the Merit Badge.  See the back of 
this handout for help filling in the card. 

3 

Get Your Scoutmaster’s Signature 

Before you can begin work on your badge, you 
must have the Scoutmaster or one of 
the Assistant Scoutmasters sign the 
front of your Blue Card.  Your Scout-

master will help you choose a counselor. 

4 

Contact Your Counselor 

Contact your Merit Badge Counselor and arrange to 
begin work on your badge.  Remember—your coun-
selor can’t start working with you if you don’t have a 
signed Blue Card!! 

5 

Earn That Badge! 

Get together with your counselor to work on the re-
quirements.  While you’re working on the badge it is 
your responsibility to hang on to the Blue Card!!    

7 

Get Your Counselor’s Signature 

Once you’ve completed all the requirements, your 
counselor will sign your Blue Card.  He’ll keep one 
part of the Blue Card for his records and give you 
back the rest. 

Partials: If you can’t complete all the requirements, 
your counselor will initial your card for the require-
ments you did complete.  Keep that Blue Card!!  
Without a “partial” blue card to prove you did the 
work, you may need to do all that work over again  

8 

Get Your Scoutmaster’s Signature 

Yes, again!! After you’re done, go back and 
get your Scoutmaster to sign the 
back of your card.  He’ll check it 
over to make sure it’s OK. 

9 

Put it in The Book 

Enter the information from the Blue Card 
into the Troop Advancement Book.  Put both 
parts of the Blue Card in the book. 

10 

Bingo! Bingo! Bingo! You Earned a Merit Badge! 

When the badge is awarded (usually at the 
next Court of Honor), you will receive both 
the Merit Badge award and your copy of the 
Blue Card for your records. 

11 

Put Your Blue Card in a Safe 
Place! 

Your copy of the Blue Card is the only proof 
you have that you did the work and earned 
the Merit Badge.  (The badge itself looks 
nice on your sash, but it’s really just decora-
tion) You will need to have a record of all the 
badges you earned before you can earn the 
rank of Eagle!   So hang on to that Blue 
Card and keep it in a very safe place!!! 

12 

Be Prepared! 

Get a copy of the current Merit Badge pamphlet and 
READ IT!  The Troop keeps copies of some pam-
phlets in the Troop Library or you can buy your own 
online at www.scoutstuff.org.  You can find lots of 
great resources at www.meritbadge.com, including 
worksheets that can help you track your progress 
toward the badge. 
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